Paula Kaleel Banks was born
to a Palestinean father and French
Canadian mother.

When she was three years old, her
mother died. Because her father was
blind, City Social Services placed her
in a series of foster homes until she
was eleven years old. Then she
entered a Quaker Friends boarding
school. She first married at 15 and
was soon divorced. Later she had
a son, Fred Buckley. Over the years
she married three more times, outliving
two of her beloved husbands.

She has written poetry since boarding
school, made gardens, and made a home
for many strangers where ever she lived.

Paula retired in Punta Banda,
Mexico, until her last days.
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Paula Banks

February 20, 1920 - March 5, 2007
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